Our Ref: ID 1700

NHS Wirral Clinical Commissioning Group
Marriss House
Hamilton Street
Birkenhead
Wirral
CH41 5AL
Tel: 0151 651 0011

Re: Freedom of Information Request - Anal Squamous cell cancer
Thank you for your request for information made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000,
which was received into this office on 15th June 2020.
You Asked for:
I am looking to collate numbers of Anal Squamous Cell Cancers (SCC) per Clinical
Commissioning Group (CCG) between 2013- 2018.
I would be grateful if you could tell me the number of patients diagnosed with Anal SCC in 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 within your CCG.

Our Response:
Unfortunately, NHS Wirral Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) does not hold diagnosis code
information sufficiently detailed to narrow down to just anal squamous cell carcinoma. Diagnosis
is coded according to ICD-10 (International Classifications of Diseases (Version 10) codes of
either C21 “Malignant neoplasm of anus and anal canal” or C445 “Other malignant neoplasms
of skin – skin of trunk”.
What we have been able to provide is the number of unique patients who attended hospital with
a cancer diagnosis meeting one of the above codes (C21 or C445) from 2013/14 onwards.
Please not, this does not mean the patient was necessarily diagnosed in that year, they could
have been diagnosed prior to 2013/14 or diagnosed in an outpatient setting (where diagnosis
recording is not mandatory). Additionally, there is some double-counting where a patient could
be reported against both C21 and C445 diagnoses. Whether these were separate instances of
cancer or variations in the coding of the same cancer we cannot tell.

C21 diagnosis
C445 diagnosis

2013/14
11
250

2014/15
9
220

2015/16
10
211

2016/17
17
233

2017/18
12
266

2018/19
11
255

2019/20
4
250

We hope this information is useful, however if you require any further information please do not
hesitate to contact a member of the Corporate Affairs Team (contact details at the top of this
letter)

Re- Use of Information
Most of the information that we provide in response to Freedom of Information Act 2000 requests will be
subject to copyright protection. In most cases the copyright will be owned by Wirral Clinical
Commissioning Group. The copyright in other information may be owned by another person or
organisation, as indicated on the information itself.
You are free to use any information supplied for your own non-commercial research or private study
purposes. The information may also be used for any other purpose allowed by a limitation or exception in
copyright law, such as news reporting. However, any other type of re-use, for example by publishing the
information in analogue or digital form, including on the internet, will require the permission of the
copyright owner.
For information where the copyright is owned by Wirral Clinical Commissioning Group please e-mail
foirequests.nhswirralccg@nhs.net to request a reuse licence.
For information where the copyright is owned by another person or organisation you must apply to the
copyright owner to obtain their permission.

